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High Holiday Classes 
with Rabbi Angel 


The Gates Are Closing 
Wednesday, September 14, 7 pm 


The Gates Are Closing, a dramatic play by 
Merle Feldof, is a work of great religious 
insight and nuance. The play introduces us 
to a minyan of Jews on erev yontif, spanning 
a wide range of ages, backgrounds and pro- 
fessions, as they grapple with issues of iden- 
tity, meaning, loyalty, betrayal, repentance 
and forgiveness on the most somber of days. 
The Gates Are Closing had its first staged 
reading at the Jewish Repertory Theatre in 
May 1986 has since been presented in over 
200 synagogues and college campuses 
around the world. Join us for a reading and 
discussion led by Rabbi Angel. Free. 


Rabbi Zusya of Hanipol and 


The Essence of T’shuva 
Wednesday, September 21, 7 pm 


Rabbi Zuysa, a disciple of Dov Baer the 
Maggid of Mezhirech, was an early 
Chasidic leader who died in 1800. Many 
folk legends tell of Zuysa’s wandering with 
his brother Elimelech of Lyzhansk and 
depict Zuysa as a simple, modest and 
benevolent man who despite his meager 
knowledge of Torah attained merit because 
of his righteousness. Join Rabbi Angel as 
we study Zuysa texts and explore the 
essence of T’shuva through this Chasid’s 
eyes. Free. 


FRA NS GI 8 Ca-O 


CONGREGATION SHA’AR ZAHAV Le 
290 Dolores Street, San Francisco, CA 94103-2262 


xen elke bes 


Av/Elul/Tishri 5765/5766 
September/October 2005 


High Holidays 5766!! 


Please join us for inspiring and uplifting 
services on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. CSZ members will receive tickets 
in the mail automatically in early 
September. Members wishing to bring 
their children to the ticketed services must 


request special children’s tickets from the 
office. And why not bring some friends? 
Order tickets for your guests by 
September 19. 


We’re looking forward to starting the New 
Year together! 


Schedule of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur Services 


All services are held at the Herbst Theater, 401 Van Ness at McAllister, 


unless otherwise noted: 


ROSH HASHANAH 
Monday, October 3, 2005 
7:30 pm = Mazvariv (ticket required) 
Tuesday, October 4, 2005 
9:30 am = Shacharit and Musaf 
2 pm Tashlich picnic — Crissy Field 
3 pm Tashlich service — 
Crissy Field 
Wednesday, October 5, 2005 
9:30am = Shacharit and Musaf — 
Sha’ar Zahav, 290 Dolores St. 


YOM KIPPUR 
Wednesday, October 12, 2005 
7:30 pm Kol Nidre (ticket required) 
Thursday, October 13, 2005 
9:30 am _ — Shacharit and Musaf 
3:30 pm = Mincha 
4:30 pm Reading of Names 
5:45 pm __Yizkor and Neilah 
(ticket required) 


And Even More High Holiday 


Spiritual Connections 


Selichot Study and Service 
Saturday, October 1, 8 pm 


For centuries, Jews have gathered in their 
synagogues on the Saturday evening near 
Rosh Hashanah in order to prepare for the 
sacred season of self-scrutiny and renew- 
al. Selichot means "forgiveness." Our 
Selichot study session will begin at 8 pm 
with havdalah, marking the end of 
Shabbat and will continue with a moving 
service. Explore High Holiday musical 
and religious themes as they touch our 
emotions and move us toward self-exami- 
nation and new resolutions. This hour of 
worship 1s one of the most inspiring of the 
year. For more information call 415/861- 
6932 or email programs @ shaarzahav.org. 


Kever Avot v Imahot 
Sunday, October 9, 10:30 am 


The High Holidays is a period for recall- 
ing the lasting influence of loved ones and 
friends upon our lives. Jewish tradition 
teaches us that we are to honor our dead 
with special moments of memorial and by 
living lives that reflect their highest aspi- 
rations. It is customary to visit the graves 
of those who enriched us with their care, 
counsel and love. At the grave, memorial 
prayers, including the Kaddish, are recit- 
ed. We will meet at the Hills of Eternity 
Cemetery in Colma at 10:30 am for a 
brief service and a light brunch. With 
Rabbi Camille Shira Angel and Paul 
Cohen. 


For more information, call 415/861-6932 
or email programs @shaarzahav.org 


From the Rabbi’s Study 


Rosh Hashanah 


Two thousand years ago in a seaside resort 
town called Caeserea, Rabbi Abbahu insti- 
tuted the following order for the blowing of 
the shofar: a simple note, three broken 
notes, a weeping note, and a simple note 
[Rosh Hashanah 34a]. The shofar is a sym- 
bol of hope that what was once broken can 
become whole again. The sounds of the 
shofar begin with the tekiah — a strong loud 
note. It is followed by shevarim, three bro- 
ken notes, and then teruah, a complete 
shattering, nine staccato tones of wailing. 
But then the blasts end with tekiah, a blast 
of oneness, of strength. An expression that 
what was once broken or even shattered can 
be made whole again, even human souls. 


According to Rabbi Isaac Horowitz, the 
shofar blasts encapsulate the main themes 
of Rosh Hashanah: We being whole. Along 
the path of life we become broken through 
pain, mistakes, loss, failure, illness, and 
weakness. The end is whole — we will 
become whole again. For the Eternal 
Presence gives each of us the gift of hope. 


Are we capable of receiving this gift of 
hope? We live difficult lives. We are buffet- 
ed by the winds of tragedy, of sadness, of 
loss, of disappointment, of terror, of loneli- 
ness. We have endured and survived a year 
in which thousands of human beings have 
been murdered through genocide in Sudan, 
in the war in Iraq, in terrorist acts in 
London, Madrid and Israel and we have to 
ask is hope even possible in such a world? 


The answer from our tradition is a 
resounding Yes! Not only are we capable 
of hope but it is anchored in our souls and 
it is to that anchor that we return on the 
Yamim Noraim. Rosh Hashanah, in its 
liturgy, in its Torah readings, teaches us 
how to access the hope that is within us. 


Hope pierces our sad hearts and shows us 
the possibilities far off into the distance. 
The Talmud, (Avodah Zara 8a), tells us this 
wonderful midrash about the origins of 
hope. When the sun set on the sixth day of 
creation, after God had finished making 
humankind, Adam saw the sun was becom- 
ing smaller and smaller on the horizon and 
he became very afraid. “Perhaps this is all 
there is to the world,’ he thought, “and 
now God is returning the world to tohu va 
vohu, mixed up nothingness.” And with 
fear and trembling Adam sat up the whole 


night waiting to see 
what would happen 
next. After several 
hours Adam saw the 
orb of the sun begin 
to reappear on the 
Eastern horizon and 
at that moment hope 
was born. 


When we have lost 
all hope, and weep for the world and refuse 
to be comforted, God assures us that hope 
exists. Dr. Jerome Groopman in his book 
the Anatomy of Hope describes hope as 
the anticipation we feel as we look to the 
possibility of a better future. Hope 
acknowledges that there are obstacles and 
pitfalls before us. Hope looks ahead and 
announces change is possible. Hope can 
take us beyond human capabilities and can 
heal the brokenness within us. 


Are we hopeful for the New Year that soon 
begins? Do we look out at the blank canvas 
of 5766 and imagine the possibilities? 
Judaism demands that we envision a future 
with some degree of hope despite the daily 
news. 


Our hopes for the holy days — a tender 
brisket, a moist honey cake, some forgive- 
ness between relatives, worthwhile time in 
shul, a real religious experience. One year 
ago things were better and worse. No mat- 
ter how great a year it has been we still 
approach Rosh Hashanah hoping for some- 
thing better, for a sweeter year, a year with 
more love family, a year with more satis- 
faction and reward. And when the year has 
been bad, we hope that this year will final- 
ly bring blessings — blessings of health, of 
companionship, of satisfaction, of comfort. 
That this is the year we cease the wander- 
ing of our souls and hopefully find peace. 


The poet Emily Dickinson wrote: 


Hope is the thing with feathers 

That perches in the soul, 

And sings the tune without the words, 
And never stops at all, 


And sweetest in the gale is heard; 
And sore must be the storm 

That could abash the little bird 
That kept so many warm. 


Ive heard it in the chilliest land 
And on the strangest sea; 

Yet, never, in extremity, 

It asked a crumb of me. 


Hope has feathers because it lets us fly. Its 
home is the soul and hope rests in the soul 
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like a bird on a perch. As the birds never stop 
singing, our hope is eternal, more sacred 
than words. Hope is a rare gift, it exists for 
all of us, all it asks is that we not clip its 
wings. Hope is the thing with feathers. 


As we begin this new year, let us hope that 
God blesses this new year for us and for all 
God’s people, with life and peace, joy and 
gladness, deliverance from despair and 
consolation from grief, a restoration of 
hope and an uplifting of our souls, and 
with feathers and wings. 


My family joins me in wishing each of 
you, a sweet new year, L’Shanah Tova, 


Camille Shira 
The Jewish 
Gaily Forward 


September/October 2005 

Volume 29, Issue 1 
The Jewish Gaily Forward is published 6 
times a year by Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, 
290 Dolores St., San Francisco, CA 94103, 
415/861-6932. Email: office @ shaarzahav.org. 
Permission to reprint with attribution is hereby 
granted. 


Members of the congregation receive the 
Forward as part of their membership. 
Nonmembers can receive a Forward subscrip- 
tion for $36/year. 


Note that articles reflect the opinions of their 
author and not necessarily those of the con- 
gregation or its committees. 


Members of the Newsletter Committee: 


¢ Chair and Editorial Coordinator 
Prudence Carter 


¢ Editing/proofreading/layout: 
Judith Cohen, Marjorie Hilsenrad, 
Karen Schiller 


¢ Design and layout: 
Dale Murphy 
Nuts-n-Bolts Graphics 
dale @nutsnboltsgraphics.com 


Display ads are $15 per column inch with dis- 
counts available for frequency. Ads should be 
camera ready; any ads that require typeset- 
ting, camera and/or artwork will be subject to 
a one-time production charge. 


Classified ads are $5 for up to 20 words, plus 
$1 for each additional 10 words. 


Payment must accompany ads and should be 
sent to Congregation Sha’ar Zahay, 290 


Dolores St., San Francisco, CA 94103, 
marked: Attention Forward Advertising. We 
reserve the right to reject any ad. 


Holiday Fun with Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah! 


ae Building and Brunch 
Sunday, October 16, 11 to 1 pm 


Eat, build and create! We will gather in the backyards and on the 
decks of one another's homes to build and decorate sukkot, create 
our own lulavs, and learn the blessings, traditions and origins of 
this joyous harvest festival. Brunch is vegetarian potluck, so bring 
a dish to share, along with your strength, ingenuity and creativity. 
This event is open to everyone. RSVP to Sue Bojdak (415-861- 
6932 x302 or educator @shaarzahav.org) by October 7. Or let her 
know earlier if you would like to host a sukkah-building and 
brunch. 


Sit in a Sukkah! 
Communal Sukkot Celebration and Havdallah 
Saturday, October 22, 5:30 pm 


Join us for meals in a sukkah as we celebrate the time of harvest, 
our long sojourn in the wilderness and our place in the natural 
cycle of life. The hosts of the Sukkah Building and Brunch pro- 
gram are extending their hospitality, and have graciously agreed to 
host simultaneous havdalah potluck meals. Locations and RSVP 
information to be announced. 


Celebrate Sukkot with the Women of CSZ! 
Sunday, October 23, 11 am 


It’s a feminist potluck Sukkot gathering! We will share in tradi- 
ional, feminist and woman-centered Sukkot rituals and talk about 
ways to restart our congregation's Women's Chavurah. Please 
bring a vegetarian dish to share and your interest in getting to 
know the women of Congregation Sha'ar Zahav. Location to be 
announced. For additional information or to help create this event, 
please contact Abi Weissman (abiweissman @ gmail.com). 


Simchat Torah Celebration 
Monday, October 24, 7 pm 


Revel in the joy of the Torah! We’ll read the end of D’varim, the last 
book of the Torah, and start all over and the beginning of Bereshit, 
the first book.Then we pick up that Torah and Dance! Dance! Dance! 
Join us for this extra festive service and celebration (and food, too!). 


GOLDSTEIN, 


Yeah, it’s on a Monday night — not the usual time for partying. But, 
hey, it’s the TORAH we're celebrating here! 


I  CSZ! Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav’s Annual 
Open House 


Saturday, September 10, 7 pm 


Meet prospective members and let them know why you love CSZ! 
We want lots of members there, so we can show off our vibrant and 
diverse community. And remember, this is a great time to introduce 
friends to CSZ. Join us for havdallah, “The Shul Dating Game” 
and food and fun. For more information or to help with this event, 
contact Karen Schiller at kschiller@igc.org. 


Come to Shabbat Dinner 


Friday, September 16, 6:30 pm 

(Special First Year Membership Celebration) & 
Friday, October 7, 6:30 pm 

(A return to our regular ‘First Friday’’) 


Join us for a potluck Shabbat dinner before services every month. 
Our usual “First Friday” gathering gets moved to the Third Friday 
in September, and we extend an extra special invitation to people 
celebrating their first year of membership at CSZ. In October we 
return to the regular “First Friday” schedule. Everyone is welcome 
to eat, schmooze and get to know more people in the CSZ commu- 
nity. Please bring a vegetarian dish to share at the Shabbat table in 
the Oneg room. Sponsored by the Kesher Committee. 


Cruise the Castro Street Fair with 
CSZ! 


Sunday, October 2, 11 - 6 pm 


CSZ will have a table at the Castro Street Fair in order to introduce 
fair goers to our wonderful shul. We need folks to staff the table for 
an hour or two. If you can help, email [lana Drummond at ijd- 
smd @pacbell.net with the times you’re available. Not only will 
you help your synagogue, you'll also have a chance to see every- 
one at the fair! 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


ee 
LEGAL HELP? Contact David Gellman 


ESTATE PLANNING —BUSINESS LAW —REAL ESTATE — LITIGATION — CONDOMINIUM CONVERSION 
TENANCY-IN-COMMON — PROBATE —PERSONAL INJURY — EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 


1388 Sutter Street, Suite 1000, San Francisco 94109-5494 
Phone: 415-673-5600 -- Email: DGellman@g3mh.com 
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Gimishpacha 


Baby Chavurah 


Sunday, September 11, 10 - noon 

Sunday, October 9, 10 - noon 

Baby Havurah provides a monthly opportunity for the under 2 set 
to get together and bond with their future bnei mitzvah class while 
their parents share tips and trials. Please join us at Sha'ar Zahav 
for a potluck brunch. Bring your babies and a dish to pass. Older 
siblings welcome. 


Tot Shabbat 


Stay Tuned for Fall Dates! 

Come celebrate Shabbat with your tot. Bring your 2 to 5 year olds 
for singing, prayer, challah-making, arts, and movement. Younger 
siblings and nonmembers are welcome. Get on our tot email list 
by contacting Sue Bojdak (educator @ shaarzahav.org). 


Family Kabbalat Shabbat 


Friday, September 23, 6:30 pm 

Friday, October 21, 6:30 pm 

Meet, eat, sing and celebrate Shabbat with CSZ families, then stay 
for Friday night services. Families and children of all ages are 
welcome. Dinner is vegetarian potluck. Bring family and friends 
plus a dish to share. No RSVP is required. 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer Classes Begin September 7. 


Back-to-School Night 


Monday, September 26, 7 - 8:30 pm 


An opportunity to learn more about Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer, 
ask your questions and share your ideas. Plus, meet your chil- 
dren’s teachers and study and schmooze with other parents. 
Please RSVP for childcare by Wednesday, September 21. 


Welcome to new Beit Sefer Staff Members: 
Nili Yosha, Kehillah and Hebrew Dalet Teacher and 
Amy Fornari, Kadimah Co-teacher. 


Contact Sue Bojdak, Director of Family and Children’s 
Education, (415/861-6932 x302 or educator @shaarzahav.org) 
for more information about any of these programs or to RSVP. 


JEWISH BOOKS GIFTS & ARTS 


Your Jewish Lifestyle Store 


3042 Claremont Avenue, (510) 655-1977 
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Chitehan and Ranily Garazr 


Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer 


Dedication 
Saturday, September 10, 11:30 am 


In loving memory of our friend and teacher, we are re-naming our 
religious school Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer, the Phyllis Mintzer 
School. Please join us for a special celebration and remembrance 
as we honor Phyllis’ legacy and commit ourselves to continuing 
her work. 


Celebration of Learning and 


Consecration of New Students 
October 29, 11 am 


Join Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer students as they share the glean- 
ings of their first unit of the year, Holiness. Welcome our new Beit 
Sefer students into our community of scholars as we offer them 
the blessing of a lifetime of sweet learning while we begin again 
our annual Torah cycle. 


On Being Holy 


Beit Sefer students begin their studies this year with a unit & 
Kedusha, Holiness. “You shall be holy, for I, your God, am holy. 
(Leviticus 19:2) We will be working to find our inner holiness and 
see if we can make some sense out of what that has to do with 
God. To do that, the kids will study ideas about God, create bless- 
ings, explore the healing properties of prayer and look at the ways 
in which we manifest holiness in our bodies. Perhaps by the end, 
we will all be a little holier or maybe just a little better at recog- 
nizing holiness, or even God, when we see it, in ourselves and in 
others 


Mark Your Calendars! 
A Big Year for CSZ. 


Bnei Mitzvah 5766 List 
Benjamin Bernard-Herman 
Allison Schaffer 
Zach Ruylemeyer 


11/5/05 
11/19/05 
12/17/05 
12/31/05 

1/7/06 
2/18/06 
2/25/06 

3/4/06 
3/18/06 
5/20/06 


Yonah Levy 
Reuben Raff 
Desmond Bernstein 


Raena Frolich 


Harrison Weinberg 


Benjamin Rainero-deHaan 
Kailin Koch 


From the President 


Renaming Our 


@School 


The month of Elul, which begins this year 
on September fifth, is a time for introspec- 
tion and preparation for the High Holidays. 
It is a time to think intensely about the meaning of the year that is 
coming to a close and about our goals and aspirations for the com- 
ing year. We can engage in this process individually and also from 
the perspective of community. On the sixth of Elul, which is 
Saturday, September 10, there will be two events at Sha’ar Zahav 
that should be an important part of our communal preparation for 
the coming year. 


The first event will take place on the morning of September 10, 
when as part of a special Shabbat morning service, we will re- 
name our religious school in memory of Phyllis Mintzer. I cannot 
improve upon the words about Phyllis that have already been writ- 
ten by others: 


Phyllis was a master teacher and beloved friend. She 
believed that every person and every word contained sparks 
of holiness, and was always patient in finding them in the 
most unlikely places. Her students were of every age, young 
and old, Jewish and non-Jewish, from many different cul- 
tures and backgrounds; Phyllis embraced each one. She 
was a mentor and model, a mensch and a _ tzaddikah. 
Throughout a teaching career that spanned more than 60 
years, Phyllis’s commitment to Jewish learning, community 
and practice touched and inspired countless students. Her 
spirit will live on as we learn, pray and build community 
with one another at Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer, the Phyllis 
Mintzer School. 


It is impossible to think about the past year for our congregation 
without thinking about our community’s loss. On September 10, 
we can both honor Phyllis’s memory and also consider our aspira- 
tions for Beit Sefer Phyllis Mintzer in the coming years. Let us 
dedicate ourselves to ensuring that our school thrives and grows, 
and that it is always worthy of the name we have bestowed up on 
it. 


The second event on September 10 that I want to make sure you 
know about is that evening from 7-9 pm, when we will have our 
congregation’s Annual Open House. This is an important time to 
welcome those who are considering joining Sha’ar Zahav and to 


Earnings Devoted to Philanthropy 


SINAIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


CHEVRA KADISHA 


Lafayette 
3415 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 
(925) 962-3636 
FD 1523 


San Francisco 
1501 Divisadero St. 


(415) 921-3636 
FD 262 


www.sinaichapel.org 
Pre-need funeral arrangements available 


Gene B. Kaufman, Executive Director 
Helen Schwartz, Pre-need Counselor 


help them to learn more about the many facets of our dynamic 
congregation. Elul is a good time for us to reflect as a community 
about how well we are doing at the essential mitzvah of “welcom- 
ing the stranger.’ To whom have we opened our arms? How easy 
do we make it for newcomers to find community here at Sha’ ar 
Zahav? How will we manifest our resolve to be an even more wel- 
coming community in the coming year? 


And for our members, if Elul gets you thinking about building a 
stronger relationship to Judaism and Sha’ar Zahav in the coming 
year, coming to the Open House is an excellent way to get started. 
Come and help us welcome those who are just beginning their 
relationship with us, and at the same time, strengthen your own 
connection to Sha’ar Zahav. Join us for havdalah, and for an 
evening that will be fun, haimish and inspiring. You will likely 
learn some new things about your synagogue. 


And lastly, since this is the last issue of the JGF before High 
Holidays, let me take a moment to offer some wishes: I hope that 
5766 is a year in which all those who need our congregation are 
able to find us. And I hope that in coming together, those who are 
new and those who have been our strength for many years, our 
community grows even stronger and we move closer to a world 
repaired. And let me wish to all of you and your loved ones a year 
of sweetness and peace. 


L’shana tovah. 


’ 


Robin, Shira and Reuben Zellman (CSZ member) 


Robin Leonard, 
past president of 
Sha'ar Zahav, was 
ordained as a rabbi 
and partner Shira 


CULLUM & SENA | 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FREE INITIAL 
CONSULTATION 


Fox Plaza 

1390 Market Street 
Suite 818 

San Francisco 
415-863-5300 
415-863-8596 fax 
CullumSena@aol.com 


*Certified Family Law Specialist 


Divorce, Child Custody & 
Support 


Cohabitation Agreements 
Wills and Living Trusts 


Property Agreements 
and Disputes 


Same Gender Parenting 
Agreements and Disputes 


Serving the community 
for over 15 years 


was ordained as a 
Cantor. Both 
attended HUC-JIR, 
with Shira in the 
School of Sacred 
Music. 
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Donations 


Adult Education Fund 
Randy Blaustein 
in honor of Andrew Ramer, Alan Foss, 
Kevin Johnson, Joss Eldredge. 


David Stein and Bill Stewart 


in honor of Dev Felder Noily's class 
“A Taste of Judaism.” 


AIDS Fund Donation 


Allan Berenstein 
in memory of Jay Feinstein, 
Bill Schlichter, David Kotch and 
Alex Konski. 


Bikkur Cholim Fund 
Harold Podgur. 


Capital Campaign 
Dan Bellm and Rabbi Yoel Kahn. 


Children’s Education Fund 
Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo 
in memory of John J. Donohue. 


General Fund 
Steve Abensohn. 


Bruno Alving. 


John Arnold 
in honor of his 21st Anniversary with 
Jonathan Funk. 


John Arnold 
in honor of Jonathan Funk's birthday. 


Alter Nathan Bader. 


Allan Berenstein 
in memory of his grandmother, 
Perel Berenstein. 
in memory of Mark Feldman, 
Bobby Mackey, Deff Dreitzberg and 
Martha Beal. 
in honor of Gabby and Steven. 


Lucy Bernholz and Paula Fleisher 
in loving memory of Marvin Sinkoff. 


Barbara Braasch. 


Karen Brown and Sherri Conrad 
in honor of Jonathan Funk and 
John Arnold's 21st anniversary. 


James Carlson 
in honor of Miki and Ellie's new baby, 
Asaf Nathan Goralsky Cohen. 
in honor of Robert Bernardo's election 
as president of GAPA. 


Rose-Anne Donner Colt. 


Steven Elman and Tom Holt 
in memory of Hyman Elman. 


Paul Fishman and Michael Kurokawa 
in honor of their son, Danny 
Fishman-Engel's grandfather, 
Herman Engel, on the occasion of 
his 100th birthday. 


Jonathan Funk and John Arnold 
in memory of Alan Harap. 


Steven Gaynes. 


Avraham Giannini 
in memory of Chris Hewitt. 


Jamie Gross. 


Lawrence Helman 
in loving memory of his father, 
Simon Helman. 


Arnie Jackson 
in memory of his mother, 
Tobey Jackson. 


Batya Kalis 
in honor of Mike Klayman. 


Elizabeth Katz and LeeAnn Thompson 
in memory of Joseph Katz. 


Eve Meyer 
in memory of Renato De Leon and 
Ron Green. 


Florence and Steven Nacamulli 
in honor of Andrew Ramer and 
Joss Eldredge for producing CSZ's 
first Pride Seder. 


Jeanette Nichols and Daryl Goldman 
in honor of Marc Wernick and 
Barbara Cymrot - Team CSZ! 


Felicia Park-Rogers and 
Rachel Timoner 
in gratitude to Dev Felder Noily for 
Eitan Lev's brit milah. 


Jeffrey Piade and Martin Tilzer 
in memory of Jim Hogan. 
in honor of Miki and Ellie's new baby, 
Asaf Nathan Goralsky Cohen. 


Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz 
in memory of Carolyn's father, 
Newcomb Pines. 
Gerald B. Rosenstein. 


Michael Sarid 
in honor of the wedding of 
Eddie Reynolds and Ed Jones. 
Tzvia Shelef and Reuven Shelef 
in honor of Jean and Ginton Shelef. 
in honor of Natalie Zeituny. 
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Jeffrey Sherman 
in memory of Dorothy Sanford. 


Richard Sinkoff 
in memory of Marvin W. Sinkoff, MD. 


Gerry Llamado 
in honor of Rose Katz's service as 
vice president. 


Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 

in honor of Joss Eldredge and 
Andrew Ramer for their amazing 
work in creating the Pride Seder. 

in honor of Michael Sarid, on the 
occasion of his new position with 
theJEC: 

in honor of the birth of 
Sarah Viola Rawlings-Fein. 

in honor of Julie Dorf, on being 
honored by the International Gay and 
Lesbian Human Rights Commission. 

in honor of the birth of 
Eitan Lev Park-Rogers Timoner. 

in honor of the birth of 
Asaf Nathan Goralsky Cohen. 

in honor of Ron and Ruth Miguel's 
52nd anniversary. 

in honor of Jonathan Funk and 
John Arnold's 21st anniversary. 

in honor of Leslie Kane and 
Manny Fishman's 30th anniversary. 


David Stein and Bill Stewart 
in honor of Steven's and Gabby's 
friendliness and encouragement as 
Bill became a member of CSZ. 


Marc Wernick 
in honor of Joss Eldredge and 
Andrew Ramer. 


Ami Zusman 
in memory of Katrina's mother, 
Pauline Kuzniuk. 


Gift of Israel 
Ethel Regan. 


High Holiday Pledge 5764 

Judith Bell and James Greenberg. 
Paul Fishman and Michael Kurokawa. 
Dan Bellm and Rabbi Yoel Kahn. 
Kelly Cytron and Judy Hogan. 
Tamhas Griffith. 

Alison Jacoby and Vanessa Teplin. & 
Joan Lefkowitz and Stacey Shuster. 

Debbie Levy. 


Bea Lieberman. 


Kathryn McHenry and Cynthia 
Navarro. 


Shelli Rawlings-Fein. 
Elizabeth and Michael Schaffer. 


Eric Temple and Garry Schermann. 


Library Fund 
Neil Hart and David Wasserman 
in memory of Syd Feldman. 


Mission Dolores Phase 2 
Mike Klayman. 


Richard Meyerson. 


Music Fund 
Kelly Cytron and Judy Hogan 
in honor of the publication of 
Andrew Ramer's book. 


Tony Harris. 


Batya Kalis 
in honor of Sadie Rawlings-Fein. 
in honor of Eitan Lev 
Park-Rogers Timoner. 


Debra Kay 
in honor of Alan Gordon and his 
contribution to all whose lives he has 
touched through Ramsey Purchasing. 


Hilary Zaid and Lauren Augusta 


in honor of Jeanette Nichols and 
Ida Kuluk. 


Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Ilana Drummond and Sharon Dulberg 
in honor of Rabbi Angel. 

Neil Hart and David Wasserman 
in memory of Peggy Hart. 


Rainbow Fund 5765 


Daniel Chesir and Stefan Rowniak. 
Barbara Cymrot. 


Lynn Eden and Ruth Schoenbach 
in memory of Naomi Eden and 
Uriel Schoenbach. 


Rena Frantz and Ora Prochovnick. 
David Gellman and Salo Rawet. 
Rose Katz. 

Debbie Levy. 

Edward Lopatin. 

Laura Lowe. 


Steve Marshall 
in honor of Arthur Slepian and 
the Va'ad. 


Florence and Steven Nacamulli 


Phyllis Mintzer Education Fund 


Allan Berenstein 
in honor of Asi Goralsky Cohen. 


Batya Kallis 


Cynthia Kopec. 
Josef and Phyllis Bismanovsky 


in loving memory of Phyllis Mintzer. 


Paul Cohen 
in memory of John J. Donohue. 


in appreciation of Rabbi Angel. 


Mark Mackler and Wendell Choo 
in honor of Jonathan Funk and 
John Arnold's 21st anniversary. 


in memory of Allen Harris. 
Carolyn Pines and Judy Schwartz. 
Beth Ross and Laura Trupin. 
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado. 


Steven Weiler 
in memory of Elizabeth Schill. 


Larry Wexler. 


WZO Elections — Support 


the Reform Movement 


Did you know that Prime Minister Ariel Sharon asked the 
Association of Reform Zionists of America (ARZA) to officially 
endorse his candidate to the Chair of the Jewish Agency for Israel 
when his own party Likud tried to subvert Sharon’s proposal? 
After a personal call to Rabbi Eric Yoffie, the president of the 
Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), the efforts of ARZA’s members 
in the Agency's plenary led to the election of Zev Bielsky, mayor 
of the city of Rana'ana, this past summer. 


The Jewish Agency provides social services in Israel, works with 
immigrants and offers education and religious programs to Jews 
throughout the world. It is a partnership among the Israeli govern- 
ment, diaspora fundraising leaders and representatives of grass- 
roots Jewish organizations throughout the world as selected in the 
World Zionist Congress elections. Our movement has done well in 
the past election because we have substantial representation in the 
agency. 

We need to maintain or enlarge that representation and our voice 
in the Zionist Congress. 


The registration process for the next election to the World Zionist 
Congress has begun; please visit ARZA’s dedicated website 
www.votereformjudaism.com to become informed about issues 
facing our movement in Israel and the importance of our partici- 
pation in this election. 


During the coming months we will keep you informed about the 
critical issues and urge you to register yourself and all over 18 
years-of-age members of your household to vote. 


Contact ARZA in NY (phone: 212.650.4280, email: arza@urj.org 
or www.votereformjudaism.com) or CSZ member Ron Lezell 
(415/626-5748). 


IF YOU THINK 


* 


i 


CAN’T MAKE A DIFFERENCE... 


THINK AGAIN. 


Av/Elul/Tishri 5765/5766 September/October 2005 "1 


Birthdays 


September 


Le ce el 
PB rerF ODO UO WANN AWNNNN NY 


— 
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Matthew Levine 
Vincent Williams 
Jeff Friedman 
Margaret Crow Rosenfeld 
Jonathan Crosby 

Kelly Cytron 

Harry Bernholz 

Nancy Halloran 

Cynthia Navarro 

Alvin Baum 

Richard Brand 

Ellen Press 

Edward Lopatin 

Rachel Field 

Ellen Berger 

Norman Abramson 
Lawrence Helman 

Lele Field 

Rose-Anne Donner Colt 
Scott Adler 


jl Jeffrey Adler 
iit Jeffrey Levin 
2 Nicole Bloom 
3 Jonathan Kaplan 
13} Eva Rosenbaum 
1 Steven Schumacher 
14 Kipp Leyser 
15 Mark Oliver 
19 Robert Tat 
19 Rebecca Goldfader 
20 Dorothy Querido 
20 Rachel Timoner 
20 Elizabeth Katz 
20 Mark Klaiman 
Dy Sulmi Rubenstein-Markiewicz 
2D, Raena Frohlich 
22 Charles Fineberg 
24 Mark Leno 
26 Sophie Rinkoff-Muriand 
28 Daphne Stuart 
28 James Frazin 
28 Arthur Cohen 
29 Carol Dawson Rose 
29 Judith Wolfe 
30 Ryan Jones 
30 Eric Zigas 
October 
1 Beth Rubenstein 
2 Sharyn Saslafsky 
3 Miriam Heath Katz 
4 Mark Mackler 
5 Grace Hunt-Kassoff 
5 Benjamin Bernard-Herman 


Aaae 


eel ceil eel 
IS) TS) TS @) Ne} Ne} Ne) Ce) SS) S| yy Ua WW 
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Howard Steiermann 
Tony Enriquez 
Jenni Olson 
Michael Zimmerman 
David Wasserman 
Kate Adler 

Phern Hunt 

Mike Bromberg 
Stephen Hauptman 
Susan Shalit 
Michael Toth 
Jeffrey Lilly 

Beth Sousa 

David Gellman 


Anna Desmond Bernstein 


Shai Garcia-Goldberg 
Michael Bettinger 
Tsipora Prochovnick 


Anna Schwartz-Cohen 


Richard Meyerson 


Anna Schwartz-Cohen 


Robert Daroff 
Frances Stevens 
Steven Horowitz 
Lisa Lubchansky 
Donald Berger 
Roberta Achtenberg 
Ma'ayan Lieberman 
Jacob Wirtschafter 
Rachel MacLachlan 


25 Judith Cohen 

Ds Francine Frohlich 

25 David Kaiser 

De Alison Austin 

26 Clarissa Kripke @ 
26 Ilana Bernstein 

26 Mary Anne Ruyle 

26 Sue Swigart 

28 Yoel Kahn 

28 Ilana Rainero-de Haan 
29 Allan Berenstein 


30 Helen Bruno 


Oneg, Flower and 


Childcare &B 
Sponsorships ES 
June 3/4 ae 


Bimah flowers and oneg 
sponsored by the past presidents in 
honor of the new Va'ad. 

June 17/18 

Bimah flowers sponsored by Don Fischer 
in honor of his mother, 
Charlotte Fischer's, 84th birthday. 

Oneg sponsored in memory of 
Ray Klayman. 

June 24/25 

Bimah flowers sponsored by Steve Weitz & 
in honor of James Carlson. 


merece 
relationships 


in our community 


BONDS LIMITED, LLCuses a confidential, 
safe and comfortable process to 

bring together loving, stable 
same-gender companions committed 

to lifetime, monogamous relationships. 


(45) 989.7162 - (408) 998.7162 
(707) 526.172 - (831) 373.7162 - (925) 682.7162 


info@bondslimited.com - www.bondslimited.com 
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Oneg sponsored by the 
Kesher Committee in honor of 
Pride Shabbat. 

Friday Night Child Care sponsored 
by Kelly Cytron in memory of 
Jim Hogan. 

July 01/02 

Bimah flowers sponsored in memory of 
Louis Byer. 

Oneg sponsored by Jeanette Nichols and 
Martha Chilvers in memory of 
their mother, Florence Chilvers. 

July 15/16 

Friday oneg sponsored by Lisa Szer in 
memory of her father and Aarin's 
grandfather, Chaim Szer. 

Saturday oneg sponsored by 
Annie Winters in honor of Reuben 
on the bimah and in honor of 
Cecile and David Winter's move 
to San Francisco. 

July 22/23 

Bimah flowers sponsored by 
Ron and Ruth Miguel in honor 
of their 52nd anniversary. 

Friday oneg sponsored by 
Jonathan Funk in honor of 
John Arnold on the occasion of 
their 21st anniversary. 


© Naches 


Al and Jessie Austin on the 
occasion of their wedding. 


Ed Jones and Eddie Reynolds on the 
occasion of their wedding. 


Shelli and Marty Rawlings-Fein on the 
birth of their daughter, Sarah Viola 
(Sadie) Rawlings-Fein. 


Carolyn Pines on her new position 
teaching 3rd grade General Studies 
and 6th and 7th grade Language Arts 
at Oakland Hebrew Day School. 


Lonnie Weiss on moving into her new 
home. 


Michael Chertok on becoming a Visiting 
Scholar at Stanford University next 
year. He will be researching applica- 
tions of information technology for 
international economic development 
in their Digital Vision Program. 


Marianne Balin on her new position at 
Kaiser Permanente as a Community 
Benefit Manager. 


Barbara Braasch and Sharon Snyder 
on the occasion of their engagement. 


Robert Bernardo on being elected 
President of the Gay Asian Pacific 
Alliance (GAPA) Board of Directors, 
where he will serve a one-year term 
of office. 


Tamhas Griffith on his entry into the 
Covenant. 


Anniversaries iF 


Q 


September 
4 Deborah Udin and 
Lucy Cefalu 
4 Alan Michels and Laureen Kim 
7 Jeanette Nichols and Daryl Goldman 
9 Andrew Schwartz and 
John Mark Eggerton 
13 Sara and Devra Felder Noily 
18 Julie Dorf and Jenni Olson 
30 Susan Unger and Pamela Erwin 


October 
1 Michael Sporn and Mark Gorman 
| Brian Ellis and Steven Farmer 
5 Avi Goldberg and William Garcia 
10 Lisa Inman and Alisa Gilden 
11 Ellen Murland and Barbara Rinkoff 
20 Hilary Zaid and Lauren Augusta 
20 Felicia Park-Rogers and 
Rachel Timoner 
23 Steven Gaynes and Richard 
Bolingbroter 
26 Martin and Shelli Rawlings-Fein 
27 Diana Buchbinder and 
Jeane Redsecker 
28 William Goldstein and 
Christopher Archuleta 


Nourish your values with 
your investments 


* Comprehensive personal financial 
planning aligned with your 
progressive values 

¢ Dynamic, principled, small business 
consulting 

¢ Fee-only CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER" specializing in Socially 
Responsible Investments 

° Free initial consultation 


Jim Frazin, CFP® 
415.337.4566 
jf@shibboleth.com 


._ Jim Frazin, is an Investment Advisory 
= Representative of First Affirmative Financial 
Network, LLC, an independent investment 


advisory firm registered with the SEC. 


New Members 


The Membership Committee is pleased to 
announce that our congregation gained the 
following new members this month. A 
warm welcome to the most recent people 
to join our family: 

Bill Stewart 

Bob Rothman 

Susan Spott 

Sara Gorr, Emmet (7) and Bria (5) 

Joe Ramirez-Forcier 


We are grateful to see our congregation 
grow. It is up to all of us to help our new 
members feel welcome as they become 
active participants in our community. 


Condolences 


The MacLachlan Family, on the death 
of their friend, Elana Adolphus. 


Eric Johansson, on the death of his 
cousin, Charles Goodwin. 


Sharyn Saslafsky, on the death of her 
cousin, Bryan Yeshion Schneps. 


Bill Jones, on the death of his friend, 
William Oliver. 


Jonathan Zingman, on the death of his 
mother, Barbara Zingman. 


Michael Bettinger, on the death of his 
aunt, Shirley Artin. 


Yahrzeits 
Ea 
John Golebowski 
: Bernard Pechter 
15 David Pierce 
18 Penny Dachinger 
19 Gershon Lieberman 
22 Drew Siegel 
25.‘ Jeffrey Lewis Cohen 


October 
6 Jeffrey Miller 
8 Duane Kearns Puryear 
8 Frank Hyman 
13 Clint Bigglestone 
17 Harvey Levine 
18 Henry Mautner 
21 Rabbi Ben Marcus 
24 Glenn Murray Miller 
29 Michael Mohr 
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Classifieds 


MASSAGE: 
MEDICAL/ORTHOPEDIC 


(30 years experience) 

Specialize in neck, back problems, 
repetative stress injuries, stress, pre/post 
surgical Craniosacral (great for TMJ 
problems). Call with any questions and 
to setup your appointment. 

First appointment 50% discount. 
ROSEANN 

415-640-1213 


PSYCHOTHERAPY: 


A safe place to talk about life transition, 


relationship turmoil, emotional upheaval, 


existential crises... or simple, everyday 
concerns. Jody Reiss, LCSW (#15289). 
415/401-9482 


HEBREW/TORAH TROPE 
INSTRUCTION: 

Private tutoring/groups. Over 100 

satisfied customers since 1999! 

Contact Kenny Altman at 415/379-9783, 

kennyaltman @earthlink.net 


ALL THINGS MACINTOSH: 


Internet making you crazy? Mysterious 
freezes? Troubleshooter for hire! 
Improve Performance. Software 
Support/Tutoring/& More. References. 
Roslyn 510/526-1209. 


MEMORIAL PARK 


Serving families of the 
Jewish faith since 1851 


Designated section for 
members of Congregation 
Sha’ar Zahav 


For information, please call 
Stephen E. Weiner, 
Director of Sales 
650/756-3633 


Synagogue Information 


Congregation Sha’ar Zahav 


290 Dolores Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


415/861-6932 (voice); 415/861-6081 (fax) 
office @ shaarzahav.org (email) * http://www.shaarzahav.org (web) 


CSZ Staff 


Rabbi 
Camille Shira Angel (x301) 
¢ rabbiangel @shaarzahav.org 


Administrator 
Steven Angelides (x304) 
* steven @ shaarzahav.org 


Director of Children’s and Family 
Education 
Sue Bojdak (x302) 
¢ educator @ shaarzahav.org 


Rabbi's Assistant/Membership Liaison 
Gabby Volodarsky (x310) 
¢ gabby @shaarzahav.org 


Officers 
President, Arthur Slepian 
* cszpres @pacbell.net 
First Vice President, Ora Prochovnick 
Vice President, Sara Haber 
Vice President, Alex Ingersoll 
Treasurer, Karen Schiller 
Recorder, Alan Foss 


Va’ad Members 
Lisa Katz, Immediate Past President 
Barbara Cymrot 
Ron Edelman 
Joss Eldridge 
Paula Fleisher 
Tony Harris 
Marc Lipschutz 
Richard Meyerson 
Judy Schwartz 
Marc Wernick 


Members wishing to contact any Va’ad 
member or committee chair are invited 
to obtain his or her number from the 
synagogue Office. 


Bikkur Cholim: If you or a friend who 
is a member of Sha’ ar Zahav is ill in 
the hospital or at home, please notify 
the synagogue office. 


Member of the Union for Reformed 
Judaism and the World Congress of 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and 
Transgender Jews 
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Committee Chairs 

Bikkur Cholim, open 

Book Group, Mark Mackler 

Building and Grounds, Irene Ogus 

Bylaws, Howard Steiermann 

Children’s Education Board, 
Howard Herman 

Cemetery, David Stein 

Dues, Tiela Chalmers 

East Bay Chavurah, Open 

Endowment Fund, David Stein 

Experiment in Congregational Education, 
Dan Bellm 

Finance, Karen Schiller 

Fine Arts, Barbara Cymrot 

Fund Development, Marianne Balin and 
Tony Harris 

Gift Shop, Jeff Rubin 

Israel Committee, Miki Goralsky and 
Steve Mazer 

I.T., Drew Parker-Rose 

Kesher, Joel Springer 


Leadership Development and Volunteer 
Coordination, Sara Haber 
Library, Bernard Schertzer 
Membership, open 
Newsletter, Prudence Carter 
* pruc @sbcglobal.net 
Past Presidents’ Council, David Gellman 
Personnel, Alex Ingersoll 
Program Committee, Joss Eldredge and 
Steve Mazer * programs @shaarzahav.org 
Progressive Chavurah Chair, Jim Frazin 
Public Relations, Robert Bernardo and 
open 
Rabbi Liaison, Ora Prochovnick 
Ritual, Steve Weitz and Leslie Kane 
Social Action, Susan Lubeck and 
Sara Haber 
URJ National Liaison, Mike Rankin 
URJ Regional Liaison, Daniel Chesir 
WCGLBTY liaison, David Gellman 
Website Development, Sara Haber, 
Steve Mazer and Naomi Szoke 
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